[Sezary syndrome with serum monoclonal immunoglobulin. Absence of detectable shared idiotype between the monoclonal immunoglobulin and membrane structures of the Sezary cells (author's transl)].
In a case of Sezary syndrome with monoclonal serum immunoglobulin (IgM kappa) haematological investigations and a study of lymphocyte membrane markers failed to demonstrate any proliferation of B-lymphocytes. In order to test the hypothesis that the T-cells of Sezary syndrome and the B-cells producing the monoclonal immunoglobulin derived from the same stem cells and belonged to the same clone, an antiserum specific for the idiotype determinants of the IgM was used to detect by membrane immunofluorescence the possible presence in Sezary cells of surface receptors containing these determinants. The results were negative. The significance of the association--probably relatively too frequent to be fortuitous--between T-lymphocyte proliferation and monoclonal serum immunoglobulin therefore remains uncertain.